
Elitist Global Agenda Put Forth 
at World Economic Forum in Davos  
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Borge Brende, left, President of the World Economic Forum, Nili Gilbert, center, Vice-Chairwoman of Carbon Direct, John F. Kerry, right, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate of the United 
States, react during the 53rd annual meeting of the World Economic Forum, WEF, in Davos, Switzerland on Tuesday. (Laurent Gillieron/Keystone via AP)
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Ukraine’s first lady on Tuesday 
pressed world leaders and cor-
porate executives at the World 
Economic Forum’s annual 

gathering in Davos, Switzerland to do 
more to help her country at a time when 
Russia’s invasion is leaving children dy-
ing and the world struggling with food 
insecurity, according to an AP report.

As the anniversary of the war nears, 
Olena Zelenska said parents in Ukraine 
are in tears watching doctors trying to 
save their children, farmers are afraid 
to return to their fields filled with mines 
and “we cannot allow a new Chernobyl 
to happen,” referring to the 1986 nuclear 
disaster as Russian missiles have pound-

ed Ukrainian energy infrastructure for 
months.

“What you all have in common is that 
you are genuinely influential,” Zelenska 
told attendees, as was reported by the 
AP.  “But there is something that sepa-
rates you, namely that not all of you use 
this influence, or sometimes use it in a 
way that separates you even more.”

“We are all internally convinced that 
there is no such global problem that hu-
manity cannot solve,” Zelenska said, the 
AP reported. “This is more important 
now when Russia’s aggression in Europe 
poses various challenges.”

The fighting has killed thousands of 
civilians, displaced millions and jolted 
food and fuel markets worldwide, rais-
ing inflation and expanding food inse-

curity in developing nations.
“There is a right to food that every 

human being has, and it’s an insult for 
mankind and for human nature itself, 
that in the 21st century, it is possible 
for us to have mass starvation simply 
because because there is a targeted ag-
gression of some countries,” she said, 
according to the AP report.

Zelenska said “there are no day offs 
from war” and the AP reported that 
she also said “everyone in Ukraine has 
to risk their lives every day,” but added 
that she believed the world would unify 
for peace.

Her husband, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, will be beamed in by video 
Wednesday to complement the in-per-
son delegation of his wife and officials 

such as Minister of Digital Transforma-
tion Mykhailo Fedorov, the AP reported.

Davos offers a new chance for 
Ukrainian envoys to ramp up interna-
tional support for donations of weapons 
like tanks and anti-rocket defenses and 
greater pressure to further isolate and 
squeeze Russia’s economy.

She spoke as hundreds of govern-
ment officials, corporate titans, aca-
demics and activists from around the 
world descended on the resort town for 
the annual confab. The WEF officially 
convened on Monday as the weeklong 
talkfest of big ideas kicked off as well as 
backroom deal-making that prioritiz-
es global problems such as hunger, cli-
mate change and the slowing economy, 
according to the AP report. The report 

indicated that it’s never clear how much 
concrete action emerges to help reach 
the forum’s stated ambition of “improv-
ing the state of the world.”

The AP reported on Monday that the 
WEF has “increasingly become a target 
of bizarre claims from a growing chorus 
of commentators who believe the forum 
involves a group of elites manipulating 
global events for their own benefit. Ex-
perts say what was once a conspiracy 
theory found in the internet’s underbelly 
has now hit the mainstream.”

Other reliable media sources disagree 
about the motives of those gathered in 
Davos for the WEF. Many claim that the 
corporate media partners with the WEF 

Al Qaeda Terror Mastermind Assassinated!!!
Ayman al-Azwahri killed on balcony of Kabul safe house by US drone strike
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This image taken from a video issued by as-Sahab, al-Qaida’s media branch, on April 5, 2022, shows Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahri speaking. In the rare video, al-Zawahri praises Muskan Khan, an Indian 
Muslim woman who in February defied a ban on hijab wearing, revealing the first proof in months that he is still alive. (as-Sahab via AP)
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The U.S. drone strike that 
killed al-Qaeda leader Ayman 
al-Zawahri on the balcony of 
a Kabul safe house intensified 

global scrutiny Tuesday of Afghani-
stan’s Taliban rulers and further un-
dermined their efforts to secure inter-
national recognition and desperately 
needed aid, as was reported by the AP. 

President Biden announced Mon-
day that the operation that killed 
al-Zawahri delivered justice and 
hopefully “one more measure of clo-
sure” to families of the victims of the 
September 11, 2001 attacks on the 
United States.

The president said in an evening 
address from the White House that 
U.S. intelligence officials tracked 
al-Zawahri to a home in downtown 
Kabul, Afghanistan where he was 
hiding out with his family. The presi-

dent approved the operation last week 
and it was carried out Sunday, as was 
reported by the AP.

Al-Zawahri and the better-known 
Osama bin Laden plotted the 9/11 
attacks that brought many ordinary 
Americans their first knowledge of 
al-Qaeda, as was reported by the AP. 
Bin Laden was killed in Pakistan on 
May 2, 2011, in a covert operation 
carried out by U.S. Navy SEALs after 
a nearly decade-long manhunt.

As for Al-Zawahri, Biden said, “He 
will never again, never again, allow 
Afghanistan to become a terrorist safe 
haven because he is gone and we’re 
going to make sure that nothing else 
happens.”

“This terrorist leader is no more,” 
he added, according to the AP report.

Born in June 1951, Al-Zawahri was 
an Egyptian-born physician, theo-
logian and terrorist mastermind. He 
was put under worldwide sanctions in 

1999 by the UN’s Al-Qaeda Sanctions 
Committee as a member of Al-Qae-
da, according to a Wikipedia report.

After the September 11 attacks, 
the U.S. State Department offered a 
US$25 million reward for informa-
tion or intelligence leading to Ayman 
al-Zawahri’s capture.

Al-Zawahri was previously a senior 
member of Islamist organizations 
which led attacks in Asia, Africa, 
North America and Europe. Wikipe-
dia reported that in 2012, al-Zawahiri 
called on Muslims to kidnap West-
erners in Muslim countries.

The operation is a significant 
counterterrorism win for the Biden 
administration just 11 months after 
American troops left the country af-
ter a two-decade war, as indicated 
in the report. Biden has taken a great 
deal of heat and public scrutiny over 
the manner in which America left Af-
ghanistan; especially in the aftermath 

of 13 US military personnel being 
killed in a Taliban terror attack at the 
Kabul airport.   

According to five people familiar 
with the matter who spoke to the AP 
on the condition of anonymity  the 
drone strike was conducted by the 
CIA.  Neither Biden nor the White 
House detailed the CIA’s involvement 
in the strike.

Biden, however, paid tribute to the 
U.S. intelligence community in his 
remarks, noting that “thanks to their 
extraordinary persistence and skill” 
the operation was a success.

The AP reported that the Tali-
ban had promised in the 2020 Doha 
Agreement on the terms of the U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghanistan that 
they would not harbor al-Qaeda 
members or those seeking to attack 
the U.S. This strike is proof positive 
that the Taliban had broken their 
commitments to the US in terms of 

maintaining a terror free zone. 
It was reported that for months, 

al-Zawahri lived in Kabul while be-
ing sheltered by senior figures in the 
Taliban.

The safe house where al-Zawahri 
was staying in Kabul’s upscale Shirpur 
neighborhood was the home of a top 
aide to senior Taliban leader Sirajud-
din Haqqani, according to a senior 
U.S. intelligence official and reported 
by the AP.  Haqqani is deputy head of 
the Taliban, serves as interior minis-
ter in its government and heads the 
Haqqani network, a powerful faction 
within the movement.

The AP reported that there have 
been persistent indications of unease 
among Taliban leadership, particular-
ly tensions between the Haqqani net-
work and rivals within the movement.

The Taliban initially sought to de-
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History Made! – Israel Signs 1st Ever 
Free Trade Pact with Arab State
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History was made on Tuesday as Israel and the United Arab Emirates signed a free trade agreement, which just happens to be the rst of its kind that Israel has concluded with an Arab country. 
Al Jazeera reported that the pact was signed in Dubai by Israel’s Minister of Economy and Industry Orna Barbivai and her counterpart, 

UAE Minister of Economy Abdulla bin Touq al-Marri after months of negotiations. Photo Credit:  @ThaniAlZeyoudi/Twitter
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History was made on Tues-
day as Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates signed a free 
trade agreement, which just 

happens to be the first of its kind that 
Israel has concluded with an Arab 
country.

Al Jazeera reported that the pact 
was signed in Dubai by Israel’s 
Minister of Economy and Industry 
Orna Barbivai and her counterpart, 
UAE Minister of Economy Abdulla 
bin Touq al-Marri after months of 
negotiations.

Also on Tuesday, Al Jazeera report-
ed that Israel’s Ambassador to the 
UAE, Amir Hayek, posted on Twitter 
the word: “Done.” He was replying to 
another tweet he posted earlier saying 
“the UAE and Israel will sign FTA in 

the next hour”.
President of the UAE-Israel Busi-

ness Council Dorian Barak said the 
trade agreement defined tax rates, im-
ports and intellectual property, which 
would encourage more Israeli compa-
nies to set up offices in the UAE, par-
ticularly in Dubai.

The Council predicts there will be 
almost 1,000 Israeli companies work-
ing in or through the UAE by the end 
of the year, doing business with South 
Asia, the Far East and the Middle 
East.

The Associated Press reported that 
the UAE agreed to normalize rela-
tions with Israel in a U.S.-brokered 
deal in 2020, the first in the series of 
Abraham Accords that Israel even-
tually concluded with four Arab na-
tions. Since then, the two countries 
have boosted cooperation in a num-

ber of economic sectors, according to 
the AP report.

The Abraham Accords were crafted 
by former President Trump’s senior 
advisor and son-in-law, Jared Kush-
ner. Also playing pivotal roles in mak-
ing the Abraham Accords come to 
fruition was former US Ambassador 
to Israel, David Friedman and Kush-
ner associate, Avi Berkowitz. 

The AP reported that Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett tweeted on 
Tuesday that, “Israel & the UAE just 
signed a historic Free Trade Agree-
ment - the first of this scope to be 
signed between Israel & an Arab state. 
This was the fastest FTA to be signed 
in Israel’s history.”

Mohamed Al Khaja, the UAE am-
bassador to Israel, called it “an un-
precedented achievement,” as was re-
ported by the AP. He took to Twitter 

as well to express his feelings about 
this historic and momentous occa-
sion.  Al Khaja tweeted: “Businesses 
in both countries will benefit from 
faster access to markets and lower 
tariffs as our nations work together to 
increase trade, create jobs, promote 
new skills and deepen cooperation.”

The report also indicated that 
president of the UAE-Israel Business 
Council, Dorian Barak, predicted that 
bilateral trade would exceed $2 billion 
this year, rising to $5 billion in the 
next five years. Al Jazeera reported 
that Barak said that the trade agree-
ment defined tax rates, imports and 
intellectual property, which would 
encourage more Israeli companies to 
set up offices in the UAE, particularly 
in Dubai.

“Dubai is fast becoming a hub for 
Israeli companies that look to South 

Asia, the Middle East and the Far 
East as markets for their goods and 
services,” Barak said, according to 
the AP report.  “Nearly 1,000 Israe-
li companies will be working in and 
through the UAE by year’s end. It’s 
unprecedented.”

Barak added: “The domestic mar-
ket doesn’t represent the entirety of 
the opportunity. The opportunity is 
really setting up in Dubai, as many 
companies have, in order to target the 
broader region,” as was reported by Al 
Jazeera.

Ahead of the signing, Israel’s 
economy ministry had said the ac-
cord would remove tariffs on 96% of 
goods, including food, agriculture, 
cosmetics, medical equipment and 

$200M Picasso Looted by Nazis 
at Center of Guggenheim Lawsuit
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According to the lawsuit filed, the Picasso named “Woman Ironing” was given to the Solomon R. Guggenheim museum in NYC as a gift from an art dealer who paid Karl and Rosi Adler only 
$1,552 for the painting. Photo Credit: David Heald at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation.  Photo Credit for “Woman Ironing” painting:  Wikimedia Commons
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It appears that the topic of stolen 
art during the nightmarish Nazi 
era in Europe is once again in the 
headlines. Almost eight decades 

have passed since the Holocaust, 
yet complete justice has not been 
achieved. 

According to a report in the New 
York Post, heirs of a Jewish couple 
that fled the Nazi onslaught during 
World War II in Europe are calling for 
the return of a Pablo Picasso painting 
valued today at up to $200 million. 
The painting was sold by their an-
tecedents at practically next to noth-
ing in order to escape certain death 

by the Nazi barbarians. 
According to a lawsuit filed on Fri-

day in Manhattan Supreme Court, 
the piece of art in question was given 
to the Solomon R. Guggenheim mu-
seum in New York City as a gift from 
an art dealer who paid Karl and Rosi 
Adler only $1,552 for the painting. 
The desperate couple had little time 
to get out of Europe with their lives, 
the Post reported. The piece of art 
was created in 1904 by Picasso and 
was named, “Woman Ironing” (La 
repasseuse).   

Five of the couple’s present-day 
heirs, some of whom are great grand-
children, argued in court that,  “Ad-
ler would not have disposed of the 

painting at the time and price that 
he did, but for the Nazi persecution 
to which he and his family had been, 
and would continue to be, subjected, 
“ the Post reported.

The report also indicated that the 
relatives charge in the legal papers, 
that the “painting is currently in the 
wrongful possession of the Guggen-
heim” and they say that the foun-
dation has refused to give it up. The 
report said that the relatives have 
demanded either the return of the 
painting or its estimated $100 million 
to $200 million value.

The owner of the piece was Karl 
Adler and when Hitler and the Nazis 
rose to power in the mid-1930s, Ad-

ler was the chairman of the board of 
directors for Europe’s largest leather 
manufacturer, the Post report said. 
He was also a married father of three.

In 1916, Adler bought the Picasso 
painting from Heinrich Thannhauser, 
who was at that time the owner of a 
prestigious art gallery in Munich, the 
Post reported.

In court papers, Adler’s heirs con-
tend that his lives of Karl and and 
his family were “shattered” when “in 
1933, the establishment of the Nazi 
regime in Germany’ wrought death 
and destruction for Europe’s Jews.” 
The Post also reported that the heirs 
recounted how Hitler swiftly enacted 
and enforced laws designed to strip 

Jews of their assets, and ruin their so-
cial and business lives.

The lawsuit filed by the heirs also 
said that in order to obtain the nec-
essary funding to escape the Nazi 
onslaught, Adler was seeking about 
$14,000 for the painting. In today’s 
currency that would be equivalent to 
$300,000, the Post reported.

Adler did not sell the painting at 
that price but by 1937, Jews in Ger-
many, including Adler, were stripped 
of their livelihoods and employment 
by the Nazis, the Post reported. In 
June 1938, the Adlers fled the country 
and they had planned to go to Argen-

Jewish Orgs, Elected O�cials Slam Trump 
for West, Fuentes Meeting; Demand Apology 
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Former President Donald Trump, is facing renewed intense criticism after dining with Holocaust-denying white nationalist Nick Fuentes, left, and the rapper formerly known as Kanye West 
just days into his latest campaign for the White House. (Nicole Hester/Ann Arbor News/The Associated Press, Andrew Harnik/The Associated Press, Ashley Landis/The Associated Press)
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Since the news emerged over the 
weekend concerning the now 
infamous meeting that former 
President Donald Trump held at 

this Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, 
Florida with disgraced rapper Kanye 
West,  and the avowed holocaust deny-
ing, white supremacist, Jew-hater Nick 
Fuentes, condemnations of all stripes 
have been flowing in. 

Over the past few weeks, Kanye West, 
now referred to as “Ye,” has spread an-
ti-Semitic conspiracy theories and 
tropes to his many followers and West’s 
tirades have incited other anti-Semit-
ic acts in Los Angeles and Jacksonville, 
Florida. Nick Fuentes is an alt-right 
media personality who espouses white 
supremacism and denies the Holocaust. 
Since 2017, he has been hosting a lives-
tream show called America First, where 

he regularly spouts dangerous and bigot-
ed views.

The Southern Poverty Law Center 
describes Fuentes as advocating for the 
Republican Party to move further to the 
extreme far-right end of the political 
spectrum. An outspoken admirer of fas-
cists such as Mussolini, Fuentes emerged 
as an influential figure on the national 
stage during the now-infamous “Stop 
the Steal” movement.

Through his nightly “America First” 
show and his America First Foundation, 
Fuentes has stated his aim is to remake 
the Republican Party into “a truly reac-
tionary party.” In a February 2022 broad-
cast, Fuentes said of the Jews: “America, 
for what it’s worth, was founded by 
white Christians. It was not founded by 
Jewish people. It was not founded by Ju-
deo-Christians. It was founded by white 
Christians. And white Christians are in 
the majority. Christianity is the religion 

of this nation. Not Judaism, not the Tal-
mud, not that stuff. It’s just what it is. It’s 
just a fact. And, you know what? If we’re 
going to make America great again, 
we’ve gotta talk about this anti-white 
thing that’s going on. And if we want 
to restore America, we’ve got to make 
America a Christian nation again. And 
you can understand why influential Jew-
ish people in conservative media are not 
really gung-ho about that. They’re not 
promoting white identity. “ 

Early last month, West announced 
that he would go “death con 3 on Jew-
ish people.” Twitter removed his hateful 
tweet, and over a dozen companies with 
which West was working with severed 
their contractual ties with the rapper af-
ter he adamantly refused to apologize or 
rescind his odious remarks.

While politics makes strange bedfel-
lows, many are in a quandary as to why 
West brought Fuentes to the former 

president’s estate. After all, Fuentes, is 
an equal opportunity hater and his racist 
credentials indicate that his loathing for 
blacks is right up there on his priority list 
along with his anti-Jewish animus. One 
can only surmise that the common de-
nominator between West and Fuentes is 
that they share a palpable opprobrium 
for Jews.

The problem here is Trump’s involve-
ment with both of them. As the former 
president’s political alliances continue 
to rapidly evaporate before his very eyes 
and others have made it abundantly 
clear that they have distanced them-
selves from him, including his daughter 
Ivanka who has voiced her wish not to 
be an active participant in his presiden-
tial campaign, Trump is now grasping 
for straws.  It appears that just about 
anyone who gushes over him, especially 
on prime time television, as did West, is 
indeed a true friend and is now eligible 

to be invited to his home to dine with. 
This ill conceived meeting at Mar-a-

Lago has now placed Trump in the cen-
ter of the kind of public relations night-
mare that is almost impossible to wake 
up from.

On Tuesday, NBC News reported that 
Fuentes spoke to them of the Trump 
meeting and said, “We saw everybody 
in the dining room get up and start 
applauding, and then the president en-
tered. He greeted us, and he invited Ye 
into dinner and Ye said that he wanted 
to bring us with him to the table. So we 
walked in and Ye took some pictures 
with some of the guests in the dining 
room and then we sat down at the table.”

Trump made sure they sat at his spe-
cially reserved table on the patio, for all 
to see, according to Fuentes, as was re-
ported by NBC News,
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 “One of the Biggest Frauds in American 
History” – US Atty on Bankman-Fried Arrest 
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The U.S. government charged Samuel Bankman-Fried, the founder and former CEO of cryptocurrency exchange FTX, with a host of financial crimes on Tuesday, alleging he intentionally 
deceived customers and investors to enrich himself and others, while playing a central role in the company’s multibillion-dollar collapse. Photo Credit: AP
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The U.S. government charged 
Samuel Bankman-Fried, the 
founder and former CEO 
of cryptocurrency exchange 

FTX, with a host of financial crimes 
on Tuesday, alleging he intentional-
ly deceived customers and investors 
to enrich himself and others, while 
playing a central role in the compa-
ny’s multibillion-dollar collapse, as 
was reported by the AP.

Breitbart reported on Tuesday that 
according to a document unsealed by 
a New York court on prosecutors are 
charging Bankman-Fried with eight 
counts. They are:

Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud 
on Customers

Wire Fraud on Customers
Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud 

on Lenders
Wire Fraud on Lenders
Conspiracy to Commit Commod-

ities Fraud
Conspiracy to Commit Securities 

Fraud
Conspiracy to Commit Money 

Laundering
Conspiracy to Defraud the United 

States and Violate Campaign Finance 
Laws

Federal prosecutors say that begin-
ning in 2019 Bankman-Fried devised 
“a scheme and artifice to defraud” 
FTX’s customers and investors. The 
AP also reported that he diverted 
their money to cover expenses, debts 
and risky trades at his crypto hedge 
fund, Alameda Research, and to 
make lavish real estate purchases and 
large political donations, prosecutors 
said in a 13-page indictment.

The AP also reported that Bank-
man-Fried was arrested Monday in 
the Bahamas at the request of the U.S. 
government, which charged him with 
eight criminal violations, ranging 
from wire fraud to money launder-
ing to conspiracy to commit fraud. 
Bankman Fried, one of the largest 
political donors this year, was also 
charged with making illegal cam-
paign contributions.

If convicted of all the charges 
against him, Bankman-Fried could 
face decades in jail, according to 
Nicholas Biase, a spokesperson for 
U.S. prosecutors, as was reported by 
the AP.

He was a prominent personali-
ty in Washington, donating tens of 
millions of dollars toward mostly 
left-leaning political causes and Dem-
ocratic political campaigns, though 

he also gave money to Republicans, 
the AP reported. 

Before his arrest, Bankman-Fried 
had been holed up in his luxury com-
pound in the Bahamas, the AP re-
ported. U.S. authorities are expected 
to request his extradition to the U.S., 
although the timing of that request is 
unclear.

At a court hearing in the Bahamas 
on Tuesday, prosecutors argued that 
Bankman-Fried was a flight risk and 
should be held without bail, accord-
ing to Our News, a broadcast news 
company based there, as was report-
ed by the AP. His lawyers said he is 
likely to request a formal extradition 
hearing.

At a press conference on Tues-
day, U.S. Attorney Damian Williams 
called it “one of the biggest frauds in 
American history,” and said the inves-

tigation is ongoing and fast-moving, 
according to the AP report. He urged 
anyone who believes they have been 
victims of the scheme to contact his 
office.

Bankman-Fried has fallen hard 
and fast from the top of the crypto-
currency industry he helped to evan-
gelize. The AP reported that FTX 
filed for bankruptcy on Nov. 11, when 
it ran out of money after the crypto-
currency equivalent of a bank run.

Before the bankruptcy, he was 
considered by many in Washington 
and on Wall Street as a wunderkind 
of digital currencies, someone who 
could help take them mainstream, in 
part by working with policymakers to 
bring more oversight and trust to the 
industry, the report indicated.
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Four-Foot-Long Alligator Rescued from 
Brooklyn’s Prospect Park Lake

Edited by: Jared Evan 
with AP 

An alligator was found 
in a chilly New York 
City Lake on Sunday, 
far from the sub-

tropical and tropical climates 
where such creatures thrive, 
AP reported.

The 4-foot (1.2-meter) rep-
tile was pulled from Prospect 
Park Lake in Brooklyn and 
taken to an animal care center 
and then the Bronx Zoo for 
medical treatment and reha-
bilitation, AP reported.

City officials said the gator 
appeared lethargic and possi-
bly cold shocked. It was likely 
dumped as an unwanted pet, 
they said. Releasing animals in 
city parks is illegal. Police are 
investigating.

For years, New Yorkers have 
pondered the myth that alli-
gators roam the city’s sewer 
system, even celebrating Alli-
gators in the Sewers Day as an 
unofficial February holiday, 
AP writes.

Sightings like Sunday’s help 
keep the urban legend alive, 
but experts throw cold water 
on the sewer theory. Alliga-
tors aren’t suited to the sewer 
system’s frigid, toxic environ-
ment, they say.

The alligator was taken to 
Animal Care Centers and then 
brought to the Bronx Zoo for 
rehabilitation, officials said. 
No one was harmed while re-

covering the alligator., PIX 11 
reported.

Adult male American alli-
gators measure 3.4 to 4.6 m 
(11.2 to 15.1 ft) in length, and 
can weigh up to 450 kg (1,000 
lb), with unverified sizes of up 
to 5.84 m (19.2 ft) and weights 
of 1,000 kg (2,200 lb) making 
it one of the largest members 
of the family Alligatoridae, 
alongside the black caiman.

“Parks are not suitable 
homes for animals not indig-
enous to those parks—do-
mesticated or otherwise,” the 
spokesperson from the NY 
Parks department told PIX 11 

. “In addition to the potential 
danger to park goers this could 
have caused, releasing non-in-
digenous animals or unwanted 
pets can lead to the elimina-
tion of native species and un-
healthy water quality.”

“It wasn’t moving very 
much. It was heavy, but it 
wasn’t as hard to wrangle it as 
I thought it would be because 
it was so still,”  New York City 
park ranger Judith Velosky 
told PIX11, who assisted in the 
transport.

“Learn about New York City 
wildlife and the importance 
of keeping our ecosystems in 
balance and not releasing any-
thing that doesn’t belong here,” 
Velosky said.

“People get these animals to 
show off,” Vinny Ritchie, a rep-
tile expert in New York City 
told PIX 11

“They don’t care about 
what’s going to happen a year 
or two from now. Who’s going 
to be able to care for this? Is it 
a good pet to have?”

This unusual story imme-
diately drew parallels to the 
1980 low budget horror hit 
“Alligator”. The film ,set in 
Chicago,  film follows a police 
officer and a reptile expert who 
track an enormous, ravenous 
man-eating alligator flushed 
down the toilet years earlier, 
that is attacking residents after 
escaping from the city’s sewers.

NY Watchdog: Gov’t Ethics Reform Not Top 
Priority for Carl Heastie & Chamber’s Dems

By: Mario Mancini

Jon Levine of The New 
York Post has an exclusive 
report of how government 
reform is being thwarted 

by our elected officials. 
Levine writes that, “in the 
wake of Gov. Cuomo’s resig-
nation. Gov. Hochul pitched a 
new ethics idea — law school 
leaders in the state would 
choose members of a new eth-
ics panel, and cut Albany law-
makers out of the new body’s 
selection process”.

 Assembly boss Carl Heastie 
and the chamber’s Democrats 
have a long history of killing 
reform efforts. It was an in-
stant non-starter in Heastie’s 
Assembly. The Albany Times 
Union noted the speaker was 
himself “lukewarm” about 
any reform to the existing, 
much-troubled Joint Commis-
sion on Public Ethics.

The exclusive New York 
Post report states that JCOPE, 
the state’s top lobbyist watch-
dog, was ultimately replaced 
in 2022 by the new Commis-
sion on Ethics and Lobbying 
in Government. Members of 
the new body are chosen by 
the Governor, majority and 
minority leaders from the As-
sembly and Senate, the Attor-
ney General, and the Comp-
troller. After all that, an “inde-
pendent review committee” of 
law school deans would be able 
to vet the nominees.

Heastie and Assembly Dem-

ocrats are “running the state 
administration like it’s a one 
party state. It’s only pushback 
by the media and some other 
leaders that have avoided a 
kind of quasi-totalitarian re-
gime,” Gary Lavine, a former 
JCOPE commissioner, told 
The Post.

Lavine slammed the Speak-
er for his role in an alleged il-
legal leak from JCOPE to then 
Gov. Cuomo in 2019 after sev-
eral commissioners allegedly 
briefed the governor about 
plans to open a probe into 
close Cuomo pal Joe Percoco. 
An aide to Heastie reportedly 
then placed a call to JCOPE 

commissioner Julie Garcia, 
questioning her about how she 
voted on opening the probe, 
reports Levine.

“As the leader of the Assem-
bly he should have take the 
position that we would not tol-
erate the subversion of ethics,” 
Lavine said. 

Any Republican-led reform 
bills are dead on arrival under 
Heastie.

The New York Post reports 
various ways that officials have 
tried to regulate themselves 
that have been voted down. 
In 2022, Assemblyman Will 
Barclay, the minority lead-
er, offered a resolution that 
would ensure every member 
have “at least one substantive 
piece of legislation discharged 
from committee and brought 
to a vote during each two-year 
term.” The resolution failed by 
a vote of 44-100.

That same year another 
measure would have allowed 
any bill or resolution spon-
sored by at least a majority of 
the chamber’s 150 members to 
appear for a floor vote — cut-
ting into Heastie’s power. That 
too was killed.

Assembly Democrats fol-
lowed up on that with new 
rules this month to limit the 
number of times each year 
members of committees could 
force votes on bills — a move 
which will effectively block the 
vast majority of GOP-spon-

An alligator was found in a 
chilly New York City Lake on 
Sunday, far from the subtrop-
ical and tropical climates 
where such creatures thrive. 
“It wasn’t moving very much. 
It was heavy, but it wasn’t as 
hard to wrangle it as I thought 
it would be because it was so 
still,” NYC park ranger Judith 
Velosky said. Photo Credit: 
Facebook – abc7ny.com

Assembly boss Carl Heastie 
and the chamber’s Demo-
crats have a long history of 
killing reform efforts. It was an 
instant non-starter in Heastie’s 
Assembly. The Albany Times 
Union noted the speaker was 
himself “lukewarm” about 
any reform to the existing, 
much-troubled Joint Commis-
sion on Public Ethics.  Photo 
Credit: assembly.state.ny.us
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The Jews of Florida: A History
By: Rabbi Menachem 
Levine

How did South Flor-
ida become one of 
the largest Jewish 
communities in the 

world?
The Jewish population of 

South Florida is about 650,000. 
It has the third largest concen-
tration of Jews in the country 
and the single largest concen-
tration of Jews (13 percent of 
the total population of South 
Florida) outside of Israel.

The story of Florida is a 
surprising one, with visions 
becoming dreams and antisem-
itism in places we would not 
have expected. Here is the his-
tory of one of the most popular 
Jewish vacation spots, which 
houses growing and vibrant 
communities in Dade, Bro-
ward, and Palm Beach counties.

Florida’s Early History

In 1513, Juan Ponce de 
León discovered Florida for 
Spain, making it the first of 
the American territories to be 
discovered and settled. Under 
the Spanish Inquisition, only 
Catholics could live in Florida, 
although it is believed that Jew-
ish Conversos were among the 
early settlers and soldiers of St. 
Augustine.

Under the Treaty of Paris in 
1763, England acquired Flori-
da from Spain and Jews could 
reside there. The first-recorded 
Jews to settle in Florida, Al-
exander Solomons, Joseph D. 
Pallaccios, and Samuel Israel 
arrived in Pensacola.

More Jews moved to north-
ern Florida over the next few 
decades, though the Jewish 
population still comprised of 
only a dozen individuals.

In 1783 England returned 
Florida to Spain. Once again 
under the rule of the Inquisi-
tion, Spain ordered a census 
that revealed Jews, including a 
Polish Jew, David Moses, who 
had a hide store in St. Augustine. 

Remarkably, Spain decided to 
allow the few Jews to remain as 
the area needed settlers.

Florida Becomes an 
American Territory

Florida became an American 
territory in 1821, and between 

30 and 40 Jews lived in the 
northern part of the state.

Samuel Myers, a lawyer, set-
tled in Pensacola in 1821. In 
1822, his wife Louisa gave birth 
to Virginia Myers, the first doc-
umented Jewish child born in 
Florida.

A Vision for Florida: 
Moses Elias Levy

Moses Elias Levy was born 
in Morocco in 1782 to an in-
fluential Jewish merchant who 
served in the sultan’s court. 
Levy was fluent in five lan-
guages and was a man of many 
talents. He was a successful 
merchant, a social activist, an 
abolitionist, and supporter of 
universal education.

In 1818, Levy began work on 
an ambitious project. His vision 
was to create a Jewish settle-
ment that would give oppressed 
Jews from Europe an agrarian 
community where they could 
freely practice their religion 
and preserve their culture.

He purchased over 50,000 
acres from in 1820 in Alach-
ua County in Northern Flor-
ida, which eventually grew to 
100,000 acres. He constructed 
three properties: A sugar cane 
plantation on the Matanzas 
River, the Hope Hill plantation 

in present-day Astor, and Pil-
grimage, a few miles from Mi-
canopy. Levy’s dream started to 
come to fruition in 1823 when 
his business partner, Freder-
ick Warburg, arrived with 21 
settlers.

However, the community 
only lasted 13 years until the 
Second Seminole War broke 
out in 1835. At that point, the 
community dispersed.

Although it was a financial 
failure for Levy, it was suc-
cessful in that it was the first 
Jewish farming settlement in 
the United States and creat-
ed possibilities for persecuted 
Jews from Europe. The Jewish 
colony he built in Micanopy is 
today home to the University of 
Florida. In an interesting turn 
of history, this University has 
the largest Jewish population 
of any public university in the 
United States.

Florida becomes 
a State

On March 3, 1845, Florida 
became the 27th state of the 
United States. Out of a popula-
tion of 66,500, there were fewer 
than one hundred Jews lived 
living there.

Yet their numbers did not 
diminish their influence. Moses 
Levy’s son, David Levy Yulee 

served as the first US Senator 
from Florida, making him the 
first Jew to serve in the US Sen-
ate. He is known as the Archi-
tect of Florida Statehood, since 
he helped write the state’s Con-
stitution, and he also organized 
the first cross-state railroad in 
1853.

Even his very name contin-

ues to be connected to the state. 
Levy County, on the Gulf Coast 
in the Northwest Florida, and 
the town of Yulee in Nassau 
County, are both named in Da-
vid Levy Yulee’s honor.

In the second half of the 19th 
century, Florida’s Jewish popu-
lation continue to slowly grow, 
and Jacksonville was at the cen-
ter of that growth. It was there 
that a Jewish cemetery, the first 
Jewish institution in Florida, 
was established in 1857, and 
the first synagogue was formed 
in 1876. By 1900, six congrega-
tions had been established in 
Northern Florida.

The Barrier to Jewish 
Migration from 
Northern to Southern 
Florida: Antisemitism

South Florida’s Jewish com-
munity lagged behind the 
Northern and Central Florida 
Jewish communities for de-
cades. In 1928, roughly 40 per-
cent of the Jewish population 
of 10,000 lived in Jacksonville. 
Yet, in the second half of the 
twentieth century, Jews moved 
south and began to build com-
munities in Miami and Miami 
Beach, and then they spread 
to Broward County, and Palm 
Beach County.

The primary reason for the 
small Jewish population in 
South Florida was the very visi-
ble antisemitism.

It was common to see signs 
in Miami and Miami Beach 
that read “Gentiles Only” or 
“No Jews or Dogs.” Wealthy and 
influential developers, includ-
ing Highway builder and Entre-
preneur Carl G. Fisher’s refused 
to serve Jewish customers and 
Oil and Railroad Mogul Henry 

Flagler (1830-1913) prohibited 
land sales and hotel lodgings to 
Jewish clients.

By the 1930s, advertisements 
for some of Miami Beach's 
oceanfront hotels said, "Always 
a view, never a Jew."

In Miami Beach, Jews were 
only permitted to live south 
of Fifth Street, as developers 
placed restrictive covenants in 
their land deeds prohibiting the 
sale of Miami Beach lots to Jews 
north of Fifth Street. Resource-
ful Jews did purchases mod-
est hotels and apartments on 
property south of Fifth Street, 
but the overall feeling was of 
anti-Semitism.

The discriminatory laws be-
gan easing up in the 1930s and 
officially ended in 1949.

Miami’s Jewish 
Foundation

The first Jew to arrive in Mi-
ami was Samuel Singer, who 
migrated from northern Palm 
Beach in 1895.

By 1896, Jews owned 12 of 
the 16 businesses in the pioneer 
town of Miami, and the Jews 
held religious services in Miami 
that year. Yet, when the city was 
damaged by fire and struck with 
yellow fever epidemic, the com-
munity fell apart. By 1903, the 
Jewish population declined to 
one person: Isidor Cohen.

In 1904, Isidor Cohen mar-
ried Ida Schneidman, and when 
they had a son in 1907, the first 
documented bris was celebrat-
ed in Miami. In 1913, the death 
of a Jewish tourist forced the 
still tiny Jewish community of 
35 to create the first congrega-
tion and a cemetery.

Advertising, combined with 
abundant land, new roads, 
automobile, and commercial 
aviation, created a tourist and 
real estate boom in Miami in 
the 1920s. The population of 
100 Jewish families exploded to 
3,500 Jews during this time of 
prosperity. Yet, due to the Great 
Miami Hurricane of 1926, the 
stock market crash and the fail-
ure of five local banks, the city’s 
population again decreased 
greatly.

In the mid-1930s, Jewish 
Miami began a steady recovery. 
The hotel, banking, and con-
struction industries flourished 
with the contributions of the 
Jews. The post-war economic 

boom brought additional tour-
ists and settlers to Miami, many 
of whom were Jews. By 1950, 
there were 55,000 Jews in Mi-
ami and in the coming decade, 
almost ten thousand Jews ar-
rived yearly.

In 1952, Abe Aronovitz be-
came Miami's first (and, to date, 
the only) Jewish mayor. In 1963, 
the first two Jews from South 
Florida were elected to the state 
legislature, and in 1973, Wil-
liam Lehman (1913-2005) was 
elected as a Representative in 
the United States Congress for 
the first of ten terms. In this pe-
riod, large groups of Jews began 
moving to North Miami and 
North Miami Beach.

Initially Jews were economi-
cally based in tourism, building 
industries or real estate. Even-
tually, many began moving into 
medical, legal, and financial 
professions, and all these trends 
continue until today.

Miami Beach: 
Shtetl by the Sea

Despite its reputation for an-
ti-Semitism in the early 1900’s, 
Jews started coming to Miami 
Beach hoping to benefit from 
prosperity the city had become 
to be known for.

In the 1930s, restrictive bar-
riers to Jewish ownership of 
land began to be removed. As 
a result, large numbers of Jews 
purchased properties from 
debt-ridden owners desperate 
to sell them. The Miami Beach 
Art Deco buildings of the 1930s 
and 1940s – many designed, 
built, and operated by Jews – 
are architectural treasures.

In 1949 a law was passed 
by Florida’s Legislature that 
ended discrimination in real 

estate and hotels and develop-
ment of the Jewish community 
bloomed. By the 1970s, almost 
80 percent of the population of 
Miami Beach was Jewish!

The Jewish influence on Mi-
ami Beach was tremendous. 
Jews were and are involved 
politically and in developing 
the tourist industry. Almost all 
the museums and arts organi-
zations were started by Jews. 
Miami Beach has had at least 
sixteen Jewish mayors, includ-
ing the father and brother of the 
former Israeli Ambassador to 
the United States, Ron Dermer.

Thanks to its beautiful 
weather, Miami Beach gained 
popularity as a Jewish winter 

vacation spot, earning it the 
nickname of “Shtetl by the Sea.”

Yet, in 1980, Miami Beach 
began to change with rising 
prices and changing demo-
graphics. This led many Jews 

to move north to Broward and 
Palm Beach counties, and in 
particular Boca Raton.

Today Miami Beach’s Jewish 
community has been bolstered 
by Jewish immigrants from 
Latin America, Russia, Israel, 
and Orthodox Jews from the 
Northeast.

Surfside, which borders on 
Miami Beach, is currently the 
area’s most Jewish neighbor-
hood. In fact, of its 6000 resi-
dents, it is estimated that almost 
half are Orthodox Jews.

Broward County: 
The Little-Known 
Story of Sam Horvitz

By 1910, five years before 
Broward became a county, a 

Jew named Louis Brown, ar-
rived in Dania, the first of the 
county's cities. By 1923 seven 
Jewish families were living in 
Fort Lauderdale and after a few 
more families moved there, the 
first Jewish service in Broward 
County was held on September 
17, 1926.

The building boom in the 
area went bust in 1926, but 
the small Jewish community 
remained. By the second half 
of the 1930s, the area began to 
recover. The Jewish community 
grew as well, and by 1940 there 
were 1,000 Jews in Broward 
County. Today the city of Holly-
wood, in Broward County, has a 
robust Jewish community.

Few know the fascinating 
background that a Jewish fam-
ily is largely responsible for the 
entire city’s growth.

In the 1920s, Sam Horvitz, 
a high school dropout from 
Cleveland, entered a contract 
to build sidewalks and streets 
for Hollywood. In the building 
bust of the late 1920’s, Sam pur-
chased and eventually owned 
more than half the vacant land 
in the city. As the owner of 
over 25,000 lots, Horvitz began 
building and selling single-fam-
ily homes.

When Sam Horvitz died, his 
son William took the reins of 
Hollywood Inc., and continued 
to build on his father’s vision. 
The company began extending 
the city westward, with careful-
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Miami in the 1930s

Synagogue in Boca Raton

Three Jewish men, Miami, 1898. 
Isidore Cohen (center) is believed 
to be the first permanent Jewish 
resident of Miami. Photo Credit: 
State Archives of Florida.

A 1591 map of Florida by Jacques 
le Moyne de Morgues.

17th century engraving of Juan 
Ponce de León

Courtesy of HistoryMiami

David Levy Yulee

Samuel Horvitz, the founder of 
Hollywood, Inc

Historical roadside marker, Mi-
canopy, Fl. (Photo by Jrryjude - 
Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/in-
dex.php?curid=62973168 )
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at-risk nonpublic school stu-
dents within our borders. We 
have no discretion to keep this 
money for our public school 
students and every federal dol-
lar spent is approved by the NY 
State Education Department.

We explained all of this to 
the Times and spent countless 
hours educating its reporter 
about district operations and 
expenditures to provide it with 
a deeper understanding of our 

community, our legal obliga-
tions to the nonpublic schools 
located within the school dis-
trict, and proper context for 
our leases. Unfortunately, this 
was ignored in favor of a story 
that is inaccurate, misleading, 

and we think dangerous, as it 
comes at a time when antisem-
itism and attacks on the Jewish 

community are at their highest 
level in decades.

The New York Times chose 
to malign our dedicated Board 
members, our experienced 
staff and our professional ser-
vices. The public would have 
been better served by a sto-
ry that helps it understand 
this unique and truly special 
school district and communi-
ty, and celebrates the remark-
able work being done here.”

This article is one of the 
latest in a continued effort to 
attack religious Jews by the 
far left publication who once 
were sympathetic to the mass 
murdering sociopath Pol Pot 
of Cambodia.

In 2022 the Times wrote 
several articles attacking Jew-
ish Schools in NYC, TJV News 
picked the themes of the arti-
cles apart, which were written 
by Eliza Shapiro and Brian 

Rosenthal of the NYT
TJV previously reported:
For several years now, the 

New York Times has taken 
it upon itself to research the 
Chassidic yeshivas in New 
York, writing about how the 
schools are “failing by de-
sign”.  The Times has taken a 
handful of Hasidic schools as 
a sample, faulting the private 
schools overall for minimal 
time invested in secular stud-
ies. In their disparaging article 

Shapiro and Rosenthal state 
that the schools dedicate the 
majority of the day to religious 
studies, erroneously claim-
ing this leaves the students ill 
equipped to find jobs and excel 
in society.

The Times also alleged that 
students are being “trapped” 
into dependency and jobless-
ness, despite the fact that the 
government has endowed the 
schools with generous taxpay-
er funding.  The article says 
that the Chassidic boys schools 
collected roughly $1 billion in 
the past four years.  Even the 

Times conceded that that “the 
schools receive far less taxpay-
er money per pupil than public 
schools do”.

The article concluded that 
“students grow up and can 
barely support their own fam-
ilies”.  Still, as per the US Cen-
sus Bureau data conducted 
this decade, the city’s greatest 
concentration of unemploy-
ment is by no means in Chas-
sidic neighborhoods of New 
York City. Rather, such un-
employment rates exist in dis-
tricts 14, 15, 16, and 17 in the 
south and central West Bronx, 
and District 10 in northern 
Manhattan.

Now, the Times has report-
ed that Chassidic schools are 
enjoying a windfall of govern-
ment money that is earmarked 
for the needs of students who 
qualify as needing special edu-
cation due to a variety of men-
tal and physical disabilities.

Early this year the NYT 
again used another opportuni-
ty to attack practicing Jews, in 

regards to the YU controversy. 
The NY Times essentially 

asserted that Yeshiva Universi-
ty assumed a devious posture 
by claiming that it is a secular 
institution of higher learning 
in order to collect $230 million 
in federal government funding 
in order to build and renovate 
its facilities and restructure its 
pre-existing debts. On the oth-
er hand,  the NYT also report-
ed that Yeshiva University clas-
sified itself as a religious insti-
tution in order to argue before 
court why it had refused se to 
recognize a gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, transgendered and queer 
club on campus. The report 
claims that YU has said that 
because it is a religious institu-
tion, it is not in violate of New 
York City’s human rights law 
which would compel the uni-
versity to grant recognition to 
such a club.

How many stories will be 
published this year attacking 
New York’s Orthodox and Ul-
tra-religious populations?

Community of Kiryas Joel Targeted by the NY Times as Paper Continues Attacks on Orthodox Jews
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Nearly 10,000 children in Kiryas 
Joel attend private Hasidic 
religious schools operated 
by the U.T.A. The New York 
Times goes on to bash private, 
religious education by high-
lighting how New York State 
is specifically targeting school 
run by religious Jews. State law 
requires all private schools to 
provide an education com-
parable to what is in public 
schools. Photo Credit: Flickr.
com

A small but growing community of religious Jews in Upstate New 
York known as Kiryas Joel is being unfairly targeted by The New 
York Times, as the publication continues its assault on Orthodox 
Jews. Photo Credit: Wikipedia

The upstate New York com-
munity of Kiryas Joel maintains 
the strictest forms of modesty 
in dress, language and com-
portment.  Photo Credit: YWN

The Kiryas Joel School District faced legal challenges almost 
from the moment that the village leaders began pushing for its 
creation. The Kiryas Joel School District released a response to 
the latest NY Times hit piece. Photo Credit: thephoto-news.com

The story published 
today by the New York 
Times about the Kiryas 
Joel Union Free School 

District’s support of 
the village’s private 
yeshivas with public 

monies is colored and 
spun unfairly to convey 

a false narrative 
of a school board 

ignoring purported 
confl icts of interest 

and inappropriately 
funneling taxpayer 
money to religious 

organizations. Nothing 
could be further from 

the truth.
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Kering, the French-based mul-
tinational corporation spe-
cializing in luxury goods, has 
found its bottom line suffering 
as a result of some offensive ad 
campaigns.  Photos of children 
holding bears appearing to be 
draped in BDSM style harnesses 
caused outrage with Balencia-
ga. Photo Credit: Jam Press/
Balenciaga

Demna, the designer at Balen-
ciaga who dropped his last 
name Gvasalia,  has been un-
der fire for the ads.  In a recent 
interview in Vogue, Demna said 
he plans to focus on making 
clothes rather than generating 
buzz through elaborate mar-
keting feats and fashion shows. 
Demna said that the teddy bear 
bags were supposed to allude 
to punk culture, not bondage. 
Photo Credit: WireImage

The Group’s biggest brand, Gu-
cci, experienced a 14% drop 
in comparable sales over the 
three-month period ending in 
December.  Kering reported 
a 4% drop in sales for its “other 
brands” segment, which in-
cludes Balenciaga, over the 
same period.  Photo Credit: Am-
azon.com
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French Corp that Owns Balenciaga & Gucci Struggles After 
Featuring Kids in Sexually Exploitive Ads

Kering, the French luxury conglomerate, which owns Balenciaga 
and other designer labels, struggles following ad controversy 

By: Ilana Siyance 

Kering, the French-based 
multinational corpora-
tion specializing in lux-
ury goods, has found its 

bottom line suffering as a result 
of some offensive ad campaigns.  

Founded in 1963, Kering 
owns the brands Gucci, Balen-
ciaga, Bottega Veneta, Alexan-
der McQueen and Yves Saint 
Laurent. As reported by the Wall 
Street Journal, the French luxu-
ry-goods conglomerate report-
ed that fourth-quarter revenue 

dropped 7% on a comparable 
basis to roughly$5.67 billion, 
missing analyst expectations.  By 
contrast, Kering had reported 
a 23 percent rise in sales in the 
previous quarter.  “I’m not going 
to pretend that the results we’re 
presenting today are up to our 
ambitions or that I am satisfied,” 
said Kering Chairman and CEO 
François-Henri Pinault. “De-
spite these setbacks, I am more 
than ever convinced that we are 
implementing the right strategy,” 
he later added. 

The Group’s biggest brand, 
Gucci, experienced a 14% drop 
in comparable sales over the 
three-month period ending 
in December.  Kering report-
ed a 4% drop in sales for its 
“other brands” segment, which 
includes Balenciaga, over the 
same period.  As per the WSJ, 
parent and consumer outrage 
over the inappropriate Balencia-
ga ads featuring children have 
negatively impacted sales at the 
companies.  At the end of No-
vember 2022, Balenciaga had 
faced major backlash following 
the launch of an ad campaign 
which featured children hold-
ing teddy bears wearing sexual 
bondage gear.  The sought-after 
brand had then pulled the ads 
and issued an apology saying, 
“We strongly condemn child 

abuse; it was never our intent to 
include it in the narrative,” the 
company wrote in the statement.   
“Our plush bear bags and the gift 
collection should have not been 
featured with children. This was 
a wrong choice by Balenciaga, 
combined with our failure in as-
sessing and validating images.”  

Some of the ads sexualized 
children with BDSM imagery, 
and there was a second set of 
tasteless ads which featured le-
gal documents from a Supreme 
Court case that ruled against 
child pornography laws. Re-
garding the second set of ads the 
company had apologized saying 
“inclusion of these unapproved 
documents” was done by a third 
party contract worker hired for 
the photo shoot, adding that it 
was “reckless negligence”.  Balen-
ciaga sued Nicholes Des Jardins, 
who designed the set, and the 
production company North Six, 
Inc. for $25 million over the 
campaign.  

At the time, industry experts 
predicted these ad campaigns 
would likely spell major financial 
consequences for Balenciaga and 
Kering.  “I don’t see how they de-
fend themselves, quite honestly,” 
luxury marketing expert Pam 
Danziger had told The Post. “I 
think this will have a very strong 
impact on the brand ultimately.”  

“I believe someone will pay the 
price and I don’t think it will be 
the stylists or the photographers,” 
Danziger said, referring to the 
finger-pointing. “This was an in-
tended message.” It seems now 
that indeed customers were not 
that quick to forgive and forget.   

“We made a clear error of 
judgment with no intention at 

all to shock, to provoke or to 
hurt anyone. So I take full re-
sponsibility for this episode. 
And I present our apologies to 
anyone who was affected,” Mr. 
Pinault told the WSJ last week.  
Kering has said that the ads led 
to a “difficult month of Decem-

ber”.   Balenciaga’s sales were 
negatively impacted in the U.S., 
the U.K. and the Middle East, 
said Mr. Pinault.  The CEO told 
the WSJ that people ask him why 
more people weren’t fired over 
the scandal.  “There was no in-
tentionality,” he replied. “We’re 
allowed to make mistakes in 
a group like Kering. We’re not 
allowed to make the same mis-
take twice, but we have a right to 
make mistakes. That’s important 
to me.”   

Demna, the designer at Balen-
ciaga who dropped his last name 
Gvasalia,  has been under fire for 
the ads.  In a recent interview in 
Vogue, Demna said he plans to fo-
cus on making clothes rather than 
generating buzz through elabo-
rate marketing feats and fashion 
shows. Demna said that the teddy 
bear bags were supposed to allude 
to punk culture, not bondage.  
Still, he apologized for featuring 
children, “in images that included 
objects that were not related and 
inappropriate to them.” 

In January, Gucci tapped low 
key Italian designer Sabato De 
Sarno as its new creative direc-
tor, in a bid to stimulate growth 
and breath life back into the 
brand. De Sarno will lead Gucci’s 
design studio, with responsibili-
ty for its women’s, men’s, leather 
goods, accessories and lifestyle 
collections. He replaces famed 
Gucci designer Alessandro Mi-
chele, who stepped down in 
November. 

While Gucci and Balenciaga 
have suffered a slowdown in rev-
enue and sales in the last quarter, 
other Kering brands, including 

Saint Laurent and Bottega Ve-
neta, reported an increase in 
sales for the fourth quarter. As 
per the WSJ, rivaling designers 
have been reporting strong sales 
growth too. Even despite infla-
tion and the prevailing econom-
ic uncertainties, French luxury 
group LVMH Moët Hennessy 
Louis Vuitton, the world's largest 
luxury goods company, reported 
a boost in sales at its Louis Vuit-
ton brand and its Dior brand.  
Similarly, luxury brand Hermès 
announced robust sales growth 
on Friday, in its end-of-year 
results. 
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CBD is one of hundreds of chem-
icals found in cannabis plants, 
including marijuana and hemp. 
It is more abundant in hemp — 
which, unlike marijuana, has little 
THC. Photo Credit: Shutterstock

CBD Could Worsen Effects of THC in  Brownies, Gummies & Other Products
By: Amy Norton

There’s a popular notion 
that cannabidiol (CBD) 
can take the edge off 
the less pleasant effects 

of marijuana. But a new study 
suggests that, when it comes to 
edibles, the opposite is true.

Researchers found that 
when they gave study volun-
teers a batch of pot brownies, 
the effects were as one would 
expect.

The surprise came when 
they tested brownies laced 
with both THC (the active 
ingredient in marijuana) and 
CBD, a non-intoxicating ex-
tract of the marijuana plant: 
The combo brownies were 
substantially more impairing 
than those containing THC 
alone.

Overall, they revved up 
people’s heart rates to a greater 
degree, and caused bigger im-
pairments in tests of memory 
and attention. And it was not 
in service of a “better” high: 
People also reported feeling 
lousier after eating the THC/
CBD brownie — contrary to 
the belief that CBD counters 
the unwanted side effects of 
marijuana, like anxiety and 
sedation.

“It was a pretty remarkable 
effect,” said study leader Aus-
tin Zamarripa, a postdoctoral 
researcher at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, 
in Baltimore.

Based on the researchers’ 
analysis, it appears that CBD 

slows down the metabolism of 
THC — at least when it’s taken 
in the form of an edible. And 
that intensifies and prolongs 
the effects of the drug, Zamar-
ripa said.

CBD is one of hundreds of 
chemicals found in cannabis 
plants, including marijuana 
and hemp. It is more abundant 
in hemp — which, unlike mar-
ijuana, has little THC.

In 2018, Congress lifted a 
decades-old ban on growing 
hemp, and soon after there was 
an explosion of CBD products 
on the market. The chemical 
was being added to everything 
from oils and lotions to gum-
mies and cookies, with claims 
that it could ease a host of ail-
ments, including chronic pain, 
anxiety and insomnia.

Yet there is little scientific 
proof to back up those claims. 
And, Zamarripa said, there is 
a lot to learn about how CBD 
might interact with medica-
tions.

“CBD became widely avail-
able and spread much faster 
than (researchers) could study 
it,” Zamarripa said.

At the same time, marijua-
na legalization has triggered 
a surge in use of marijuana 
edibles. So the Hopkins team 
wanted to see how CBD and 
oral THC, specifically, might 
interact.

They recruited 18 healthy 
young adults to do a brownie 
study. Each participant ate one 
brownie with a 20-milligram 
dose of THC, another with the 

same amount of THC plus 640 
mg of CBD, and one canna-
bis-free brownie (the placebo). 
They consumed the treats at 
the research lab on three sepa-
rate occasions, one week apart.

Overall, the researchers 
found, the combo brownie 
caused a substantially greater 
spike in people’s blood levels of 
THC and heart rate, compared 
to the THC-only treat.

Meanwhile, participants’ 

performance on tests of atten-
tion, in-the-moment “work-
ing” memory, and psychomo-
tor skills — like the abilities 
people need for driving — de-
teriorated to a greater degree 
after the CBD/THC brownie.

The CBD dose used in the 
brownie was high, Zamarripa 
said. But, he added, it’s also 
within the range of what a per-
son might take in a day if they 
were trying to manage pain or 
anxiety, for example.

“Studies like this highlight 
that you need to be cautious 

when using these products, 
especially if you’re also taking 
medications,” Zamarripa said.

People might assume that 
because CBD is everywhere 
and marketed for an array of 
health benefits, it has been 
proven safe and effective. They 
would be wrong.

“The number and variety of 
health claims for CBD should 
vastly increase consumers’ lev-
el of skepticism,” said Dr. Peter 
Lurie, president of the nonprofit 
Center for Science in the Public 
Interest.

Lurie, who was not involved in 
the new research, called it “well 
done.”

“I think this emphasizes the 
importance of having some kind 
of regulatory pathway for CBD,” 
he said.

Right now, CBD oversight is 
in a state of limbo. Last month, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration said it cannot regulate 
CBD as a dietary supplement, 
due to a lack of evidence on its 
safety. The agency also called on 
Congress to create new rules on 
how to regulate the products.

Lurie said that as it stands, 
there is no way for consumers 
to know how much CBD is in a 
given product, or whether it is 
contaminated with THC.

“One of the problems with an 
unregulated market is that quali-
ty control is poor,” Lurie said.

He, too, urged people to be 
cautious about CBD products, 
particularly if they are taking 
medications.

Unfortunately, there is not 

much specific advice to be giv-
en in that regard. At this point, 
Zamarripa said, it would be dif-
ficult for people to find good 
information on whether CBD 
interacts with their particular 
medications.

The findings were published 
online Feb. 13 in JAMA Network 
Open. (consumer.healthday.
com)

ADDITIONAL INFO
It appears that pot gummies 

can and do have a deleterious 
effect on those who ingest them 
in large quantity. On Saturday, 
the New York Post reported that 
an 11-year-old Staten Island boy 
was hospitalized after gobbling 
up THC gummies he mistook 
for candy at a Super Bowl party 
— and now his mother is urging 
the mayor to do something to 
prevent potential tragedies in-
volving edibles.

Speaking to the Post, the 
mother of the boy in question, 
Veronica Gill, noticed her son, 
Ryan, “acting really strange” after 
returning home from a gathering 
at their friends’ house in the New 
Springville area of Staten Island.

“My son was sitting on the 
couch with me, and he started 
zoning out. At first, I thought 
he was pretending because 
he opened his eyes wide and 
laughed. Then he would zone out 
for a minute again, then open his 
eyes wide and laugh,” she told the 
Post. 

Gill became concerned when 
the youngster’s laughter sudden-
ly turned into cries for help — 
and his body started shaking, the 

Post reported. She told the paper 
that, “He started saying ‘Mom, I 
feel really weird.’ He was hearing 
voices. Then he started shaking 
… I thought he was maybe hav-
ing a seizure.”

Filled with panic, Gill, the 
mother of three rushed Ryan to 
an urgent care center, where his 
racing heartbeat led doctors to 
call an ambulance to take him 
to the emergency room at Rich-
mond University Medical Cen-
ter, the Post reported.

After undergoing a CAT scan 
and a series of tests, a brain tu-
mor was ruled out, the Post re-
ported but a urine test revealed 
he had ingested a considerable 
amount of THC in the last few 
hours. 

“I was literally in shock. I 
couldn’t believe it,” Gill told the 
Post.

The Post reported that Gill 
was further disturbed to find 
out that her son had taken the 
weed-infused gummies from a 
candy drawer at the “straight-
laced” party-throwers home. 

The number of calls to poi-
son-control centers for abuse and 
misuse of cannabis products in 
Americans ages 6 to 18 has sky-
rocketed – rising from 510 cases 
in 2000 to 1,761 in 2020, accord-
ing to a recent study published 
in Clinical Toxicology, the Post 
reported.

New York has only four li-
censed shops – but more than 
1,400 illegal peddlers in New 
York City are selling unregu-
lated products, with little po-
lice intervention.



 AUDIENCE BREAKDOWN 
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life and, more often than not, can afford them
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Display Advertising:
Run of Site banners on Home Page and article pages: $4CPM
Overlay, Jumbo banners: $15CPM

Advertorial articles:
Sponsored articles Standard: TJV offer Sponsored articles 
that appear on the Home Page for 1 week and comprise 
of up to 500 words, a picture and a link. Rate: $600

Premium Sponsored Content: TJV Editorial staff are happy 
to assist with a more in depth joint content initiative that 
includes a 1000 word article boosted to the top third of 
the site for 1 week and the advertiser will enjoy editorial 
assistance with the writing of the article as well as a share 
of the article in the daily newsletter to 55k subscribers. 
Rate: $1500

Email Marketing:
The Jewish Voice boasts an astounding 100,000+ daily 
subscribers to our newsletter!

Advertisers can purchase a banner inside the newsletter for 
$750 insertion or a Stand alone email blast to the entire  
list for $2000.

Emails should be built as an HTML 5 File with live text.

Social Media: Use the power of The Jewish Voice brand to reach 
targeted segments of the Jewish market.

TJV has one of the largest Jewish social media audiences in the 
United States. Sponsored Post Rates start at $700+.
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AD SIZE Dimensions Single Issue 3 Issues 15% off 6 Issues 25% Off

1/16 page 2.2” xX 3.2” $200 $170 PER ISSUE $150 PER ISSUE

1/8 page Color 4.8” x 3.2” $550 $467 PER ISSUE $412 PER ISSUE

1/4 page Color 4.8” x 6.7” $1,200 $1000 PER ISSUE $850 PER ISSUE

1/2 page Color 10” x 6.7” $2,200 $1,900 PER ISSUE $1,700 PER ISSUE

Jr. page Color 8.2”x 8.2” $2,800 $2,500 PER ISSUE $2,300 PER ISSUE

Full Page Color 10”x 14” $3,500 $3,000 PER ISSUE $2,800 PER ISSUE

Inside Back Cover Color 10” x 14” $3,000 $2,800 PER ISSUE $2,600 PER ISSUE

Inside Front Cover Color 10” x 14” $3,900 $ 3,315 PER ISSUE $2,925 PER ISSUE

Back Cover Color 10” x 14” $4,400 $ 3,740 PER ISSUE $3,300 PER ISSUE

Cover Flag Ad (Top) 2.4” X 2.5” $1,000 $ 800 PER ISSUE $700 PER ISSUE

Front Page Banner (Bottom) 10” x 2” $1,500 $1,300 PER ISSUE $1,100 PER ISSUE

Wrap 1/2 front page 10” x 6.7” $4,400 $ 3,740 PER ISSUE $3,300 PER ISSUE

Wrap Inside Page 10” x 14” $3,000 $2,800 PER ISSUE $2,600 PER ISSUE
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